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Troopers Hill is a Local Nature Resernv8t George, east Bristeixtending over 2 acres (84

hectares) of acid heath and grassland on a pennant sandstone hillside overlooking the River Avon.
This wild and romantic site supports rare plants and wildlife and provides local people with a space
for relaxation and recreation.

This documentakes the Britain in Bloorf8outh WesParks and Open Spaces Assessment criteria
and gives evidence of how those criteria are met by Troopers Hill Local Nature Reserve.

1. Community
In the M years of Friends of Troopers Hill's existemeehave held ovefl37 events, excluding

conservationwork partiesand Walking for Health walksWe haveaised over £80,000 for works
and activities on Troopers HillThismakesthe site attractive for further investmerity grant
funders andencourage®ristol City Couril, the landownerto use theirresources tdollow the
Troopers Hill conservation management planhe Friends work in close partnership with Bristol
City Council.

We only undertake projects that have a high level of backing from the local comm@utylatest

project, Ways to Naturewww.troopershill.org.uk/waystonature/started with a consultation in

2017. This resulted in an enquiry to the Heritage Lottery Fund, followed by alitatmn in

Hamy F2NJ mnnIynn dzy RSN hdSsuatdedeiin thiSohis finding ¢ &4 OK
will pay for fencing and gates to repkathe existing rotting fences and gates that are the only

thing keeping out motorbikeslt will also covel£10,000 of conservation work following the
recommendations of a new conservation managemgiah funded by the grantan invertebrates

survey and guided walks and activities in 2019, includingtdoor education sessions for adults

with learning difficulties.

When we have news of the success of this application we will work closely with local councillors to
YIS GKS o06Said OFrasS LRaarotsS F2NI yz2ySeée G2 o6S |
City Council. This money would be ussdmatchfunding to apply to a landfill trust for a grant to

pay for the£75,000 ofwork on paths, also part of the Ways to Nature project. The paths would
greatly benefit a wide section of the communihcludingpeople with mobility issueand families

with children in buggieto access the Hill all year rountt.would also improve access for Bristol

City Council vehicles emptying dog bins and carrying out routine maintenance such as grass

cutting.

This year, thanks to funding from the Nineveh Chéaigalrust and the hard work of Bristol
Natural Learners we are able to hdstfree Wild Play preschool outdoor education sessions, 8
school holiday family activity sessicasd 3 outdoor education sessions for schaols

A local company approael us in wnter 2017 asking us if we would like to raise funds for a
defibrillator near Troopers Hill if they contributed half the cost and provided the site. We are now
very close to meeting the funding target, thanks to local people and businesses.
http://tinyurl.com/crewsholedefib
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The Friends hol8 or 6 meetings a yeatocally advertised and open to aib discuss plans for the
future andreviewwhat has been doneWework very closely with the landownemBristol City
Council.

Afree emailing list is maintained and updates senotar followers. We have moved on from

having a paper newsletter and instead publish a monthly article in the free St George & Redfield
Voice local paper that is distributed 7,500 local homes. Links to the articles we havdipled

are onhttp://www.troopers-hill.org.uk/newsletter.htm

The Friends of Troopers Hill maintain an informative and regularly updaéasite
www.troopershill.org.ukplus "@troopershill" Twitter and Facebook pageseaflets about

Troopers Hill are distributed at local public evewisw.troopershill.org.uk/leaflets/index.htm

and at Hill events. The Friends also make use of display boards at events to showcase aspects of
the Hill and the activities thereThere are clip frames on welcoming signs at the Hill's entrances
that are used to promote forthcoming events and activities.

A record of all volunteeconservationwork parties on Troopers Hill is maintained on
www.troopershill.org.uk/workp.htmand links are pdsd on Facebook and TwitterThe work
parties are held monthlyonthe 1% Saturdayand 3% Thursday. Kildren accompanied by
responsible adults are particularly welcoméhe drinks and biscuits time at the end of a work
party are another opportunitydr sharing news and feedback on possible plans.

Funding has been found to pay for ParkWhbrtlp://www.bristolparksforum.org.uk/parkworkto

carry out conservation work on Troopers Hill ¥6raday a month. This scheme provides training
and skills development for those people needing additional support to secure permanent
employment. Volunteers from the general public can also come to these sessions which are on
the morning of the 3 Thursdayof the month.

Ourmost recently completegbroject, to provide a children's play area on the flat playing field at
the top of Troopers Hill, attracted a lot of local suppowe raised over £80,000 to fund this
project which is described omww.troopershill.org.uk/play/. Since the play area opened in
October2016we have seen larger numbers of families, particularly with young children, visiting
the Hill and in addition to the young boys that wereealdy seen on the Hill we now have visits
from more girls.

Ourfree events are made asavied as possible to appeal to many tastes while always carrying the
message of the importance of the site and the need to care for it. These range from guidsd walk
"Bugs and Beasties hunts" with naturalists to identify the finds, to looking at the night skies with
the Bristol Astronomicefociety and open air picnics with a band providing muBietails of

future and records of all our previous events can be ased via
http://www.troopers-hill.org.uk/events.htm

The Bristol Astronomical SocidgASkupported the sitego receivea "Dark Sky Discovery Site"
designationwww.troopershill.org.uk/DarkSkymeaning that this is a good place to visit for star
and planet watching, relatively protected from light pollution and with a good hori&®&S work
with us providing an annual winter star gagievent and a solar observation session in August.
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Links have been established with lopalmaryschools resulting in the "Fun Learning Tresls"

many visitscan beselfmanaged by schoolsww.troopershill.org.uk/FunLearning/For the last 2

years we have been asked to lead students from Bristol City College to explain our conservation
management methods; Bridgwater College actually hire a coach to come here every year to look
ourconservak 2y Yl yIF3SYSyid o6SOIdzaS ¢NR2LISNB | Aff A&
We are working on links with the University of the West of England as a resource to provide

guided geological walkdJniversity of Bristol Biological Sciesc®urse stuénts come here to

carry out their projects and we share in their results.

We are patrticularly proud of our audio trail, put together by our volunteer Kit Elliott, a
professional cameraman and sound recordist, which makes Troopers Hill come alive dveseto t
who cannot visit ibr see it

The accessibility of Troopers Hill, by virtue of its rugged nature, is limited but is to the level
approved of by the Bristol Physical Access Chain, a local group who assess accessibility. We were
delighted to followtheir suggestions to improve and add to signage along the wheelchair

accessible routeWe are working to improve the wheelchair access route (see page 1)

Details of all Troopers Hill trails, which also include a tree trail and a wootithaan be
downloaded viavww.troopershill.org.uk/trails

In 2015 ve improved access to Troopers Mithodland bypaying for materials to add steps to a

path leading from an informal parking area on Crews Hdl&Rhe woodland adjacent to the

Local Nature Reserve. The work has been done by young people participating in the ParkWork
projectwww.bristolparksforum.org.uk/parkwork/This year, thanks ttunding from the Avon &
Frome Partnership 13 wooden trail markers have been made and will be installed soon. In
addition the same funding paid for 3 days of conservation work, opening up an overgrown track
linking the woodland and the nature reserve aridaring invasive buddleia and some of the
weaker hawthorn to provide a healthier ecological balance in the woodland.

Our group has been awarded a level of "Outstanding” in the RHS "It's Your Neighbourhood"
schemefor the year201217. A summary of ousims andachievementon Troopers Hillor the
year summer 202- summer 208, produced for the IYN judg=an be read omvww.troopers
hill.org.uk/achievements2018.pdf

2. Maintenanceand Development

All work on Troopers Hill follows theygar management plaB0122017www.troopers
hill.org.uk/plan.htm developed for the site by Bristol City Council in partnership witends 6

Troopers Hill. This plandsie for review and we have applied for funding for this as described on
page 1.This plan links to the relevant sections of the UK and Bristol Biodiversity Action Plans. The
latter is supported by bodies including Bristaly@ouncil, Avon Wildlife Trust and Natural

England. Regular photographic and species surveys are funded by Bristol Parks and ourselves,
and/or are performed by students as part of their studies. The site achieved Green Flag status
each year from 2007/& 2013/14 when Bristol City Counc#topped applying as they ham staff
resource to support the process.
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In accordance with the Management Plan maintenance of the site aims to balance the use of the
site for recreation while protecting its naturaébuty and its diversity. For example, while

vegetation is cut back from paths to keep them clémas is not carried out too vigorously and it is
accepted that occasionally visitors may have to brush past taller vegetation. The aim is for the site
to be accessibléut to look natural.

The role of Community Park Keeper disappeared within Bristol City Council towards the end of
2014. The Friends of Troopers Hill have worked closely with the Parks team to ensure that good
guality maintenance has continuefhllowing the Site Management Plan, under the new

structure. We are extremely pleased with the provision of resource in these difficult botese

are concerned. We have recently been told that the annual cutting of bracken, part of the
conservation mnagement to prevent the spread of bracken into the acid heathland will not be
able to be done by usual Bristol Parks team, due to staff shortages. Alternative arrangements are
being made and we hope they will be sufficient. Similarly we have beenheldrtnual meadow

Odzi OF NNASR 2dzi Ay GKS IINBIF 2F flIyR 2y (KS DN
tenderand an arrangement is being worked on whereby Parks will cut the meadow and the
arisings will be raked up by volunteers sourcedhg/Avon Wildlife Trust.

We have been particularly pleased to not only have Parksataffour volunteers carrying out
conservation management work on Troopers but also Community Payback teams. Offenders have
been particularly useful in clearing part@ large area of gorse

Work is needed on the soutbast boundary fencing and entrances to prevent future motorcycle
access.Consultation has shown thatnew pathis neededon Troopers Hill Field to improve

access in the winter months for walkers, wie® K A NJ dza SN& YR (K2 &S Lildza
addition existing wheelchair access paths that are degrad@sgl resurface and track used for

access by parks vehialeeds improvement and surfacing. All these issues are being addressed by
the Ways to Nature project, as described on page 1 of this document.

3. Environment

Litter and dog waste bins on the site are emptied twice weekly byPmds staff All entrances
had a dog waste binMuch litter is picked up by visitors to the Hill, pactiarly dog walkers.
Otherlitter picking is done b{Parks stafndthe Friends.Quttings from work partiesvere either
concealedo compost atalocation onsite or plaagin oneton sacks for collection byarks stafht
contractors' entrancesHoweve this year we have struck up a relationship with a group called
Street Goat who havamilking parlour and shed fa small number ofjoats in the allotments
next door to our site. Goats love most of the cuttings we create so Street Goat members are
helping on our work parties and taking most of the cuttings away with them to feed the goats.

Graffiti is addressed promptly but is rare. Police are advised. The Friends have graffiti removal
spray providd by theParks Departmento we do not have to wafor Councilstaff to attend ifit

is a simple task. Where it is more complex we use Bristol City Council's online graffiti reporting
system where usually graffiti is removed within 3 working days.

As a Local Nature Reserve the amount of "furniture"/auttas to be limited to be in keeping with
the site a view supported by local peopl@here are welcoming signs on every entrance and a
number of interpretation boads. Up to date leaflets on the history, geologvildlife and events
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of the site are avidable in paper and electroniofm. Seat areavailable at the top of eackection
of steep path.

We were delighted in April 2017 when Bristol Parks Byelaws were introdUdegte is now a sign
on every entrance saying what is permitted, when permissias to be obtained and what is not
permitted. We are very pleased that, thanks to our reports of the impact of fires, Troopers Hill
Local Nature Reserve is the only couneihed green space in Bristol where barbecues are
completely banned. The messageges seem to be working and we explain why on our website
http://www.troopers-hill.org.uk/visiting/NoBBQs.htm

In common with most green spacdeg fouling and dog contr@re issues, but audits carried out

by our volunteersactually show the Local Nature Reserve itself has low levels of dog fouling
although a footpath in adjacent woodland is a "hot spot”. We encourage good owner behaviour
through signage, Facebook and Twitter postiagd staged a 2015 Family Fun Dog Show at which
we gave otifree dog waste bagswWe have worked with Bristol City Council's Dog Wardbtare

on www.troopershill.org.uk/clearUp/

Good newgathered while going roungaint spraying dog poo piles during our audit is that a
number of dog owners not only pick up their own dog waste but other people's dog waste too.

Our groupis proudthat Troopers Hill wa®ne of the sites visiteth 2015by David Notton, Senior
Curator, Hymenoptera, dfondon'sNatural History Museum, to collect bee specimens to create a
DNA database for speedy identification of bee specis.identified4 species that hd not

previously been recorded on Troopers Hill so as a result we now know the Hill provides a habitat
for at least 7 bee speciesHewrote, "It was great to visit a site which is so obviously valued and
actively conserved".

4. Areas forimprovementA A G SR Ay f 1 a4 &SI NRa 2dzR3IAyYy3

1.To maintain this standard, further funding sources will be required as local authority spending
decreases

ResponseAs an individual park group we are not in a position to take on the maamtenof a 20

acre site, nor can eisuccessfullyjundraise for maintenance. We will, while the space is

maintained to what our members view as an acceptable standard, continue to provide the added
value in terms of resource to address conservation issues and to find funding for capeatgr

We are members of the Bristol Parks Forum and as part of a group of Brideopark volunteer
groups will lobby and investigate avenues by which parks can continue to be properly maintained.

HO | W[ 20Ff aSY2NASaAaQ 2QFeNMSAaBR EQa2BERRSNREY 6
be an interesting addition

ResponseWe have 4 interpretation boards and hope to add™aoh the subject of fungi and

lichen, another special aspect of the site. We do have a strong mandate to avoid cluther on

site. There may be another way of addressing this as an art installation on Troopers Hill Field
drawing attention to the Local Nature Resge. It is on our $t, after the fencing and paths to

discuss options with the local community. An opportynmitay have come about because a much

loved slide is now over 30 years old and nearing the end of its life. What replaces the slide could

be a useful way to introduce the taqp We do have a memories page on our website
http://www.troopers-hill.org.uk/pemle.htm
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One of Troopers Hill'sterpretation boards

Mining Coal and Mining Bees

Welcome to Troopers Hill Local Nature Reserve

Troopers Hill haslong ¢ &
been at the heart of the 5 < #%
local community. In past %
centuries, miners carved out

a living from its rock and coal.
Today, it is a much loved Local Nature
Reserve with local people actively
involved in helping to look after it.

Lumps, bumps and dramatic
drops

Troopers Hill has been mined, quarried,
dug, and drilled in the search for coal,

sandstone and fire clay. All this activity You are here
has left us with the dramatically shaped Paths
landscape you see here today. Wheekchair accessible
= poth
A sooty smokestack ®  Entrances with dog bins
The chimney reminds us of what a View points with benches.
busy industrial place this once was. It is Trail markers
thought to have been used by a |
copper smelting works near the river . SCALE 100 m

Avon in the late 1700s. :

A blaze of colour

The hill is a blaze of colour in the summer
months. Enjoy the carpets of purple heather
and brilliant yellow flowers of the broom

and gorse. An amazing twenty types of
butterfly have been spotted here. Look out
for common blues and marbled whites flitting
about on sunny days.

YelNow broom
Heather fing
Common lzard

Heath bedstraw
Long winged canehead cricket

Friends of
Troopers Hill

Mining bees

Tiny mineshafts tunnelled by rare mining
bees pepper the bare earth and sparse
grassy areas. Keep an eye out for these
unusual inhabitants as they disappear
into their underground homes.

Getting around

We hope you enjoy exploring Troopers
Hill today. Watch out for steep drops
and please take your litter home with
you. Dogs are welcome, but please
remember to clean up after your dog.

Find out more

Please contact:

Bristol Parks www.bristol.gov.uk/parks

T. 0117 922 3719

Friends of Troopers Hill
www.troopers-hill.org.uk

Download an Audio Tour of Troopers Hill from
www.troopers-hill.org. ukiaudic

Common blue
Marbied white
#douse oared hawkweed

+ ©

e
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Troopers Hill Events

Bugs and Beasties Hum.i_ﬁ
with expert Rupert Higgins
Saturday, 11th August, from 4pm

Troopers Hill Local Nature Reserve

Bring a picnic

No Barbecues — Bristol Parks Byelaws

.........
activities
with

Page 7 of 11



Troopers Hill Wildlife

The ashy mining bee (Andrena cinerariayegularly

recorded on Troopers HillPhototaken April 2015.

This bee has a cleptoparasitBlomada lathburiana
which is also regularly recorded on this site.

Lichen and fungi to be found on
Troopers Hl - we are prouder of our
waxcaps btithe fly agaric does make
a strikingimage

}/ / AN NS
Talking deer ;-)

Plus the odd reptile- a common
lizard that supervised a work party

When are they going to replace Page 8A (:).f 11
that gate?



