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Troopers Hill  

The work on the lower chimney 

has been completed and the end 

result looks great.  Although you 

canôt easily see it from the road, 

the top has been re -made in a 

similar style to what is believed to 

be the original.  This will protect 

the chimney from further weather 

damage.  The street names, 

which were removed, have been repainted and re -attached.  

They look very smart.  

Meanwhile, work has also started on repairing the top 

chimney.  You will recall that a survey earlier in the year 

discovered dangerous, crumbling mortar on the inside, so 

the entrance was temporarily closed off.  We hope that the 

entrance will soon be open to all again, as before, so that 

children can once again dare each other to go in and look 

up ! 

Our usual, unreliable weather resulted in us having 

to cancel the ñMusic on the Hillò once again.  Hard to 

believe that just a couple of weeks later we were in 

the middle of a heat -wave.  Ah well.  Weôre going to 

try again next year though, and hope to have the Am-

bling Band then.  

You can now download an audio trail  from our web-

site.  The trail is an MP3 file you can play on your 

smartphone or other device and will take you all over 

the Hill.  It will take about 1.5 hours, and give you a lot 

of taster information about many aspects of the Hill, from 

the history, through the flora and fauna to the geology.  If 

itôs too long for one go, you can always return to finish it 

off.  Also now available is a Tree Trail which you can 

download here: www.troopers -hill.org.uk/TreeTrail/    It will 

take you through the woods helping you identify many dif-

ferent types of trees.  All our trails are now available at 

www.troopers -hill.org.uk/trails/index.htm   

Great Balloon Fiesta 

this year.  After a suc-

cessful Saturday, which 

saw great business for 

the Bugs and Beasties 

event (not to mention 

our Portaloo), early 

the next morning, a 

balloon actually 

landed on the Hill.  

You can learn more 

about the Thailand -

based pilot inside.  

A u t u m n  2 0 1 3  

Family Fun Picnic  

Thanks  to a 

lovely day and 

a huge turn -out 

to watch the 

Balloon Fiesta 

our Bugs and 

Beasties event 

was extremely 

popular this 

year.  We 

started at 4pm, 

intending to end around 5.30, but in the 

event we were hard put to stop by 7!   

Rupert Higgins and 

Dawn Lawrence of 

Wessex Ecological 

Consultancy were 

called upon to 

identify more bugs 

than we could 

count.  

Our craft tent, 

run by Tim Floyd 

also did great business 

with plenty of kids colouring, cutting thing 

out, sticking them together and generally 

having fun 

creating.  

Later that 

evening we 

were treated 

to a terrific 

fly -by with 

well over 

100 balloons 

taking to the 

sky.  

Donôt Forget! 
Thursday 5th December 2013 ðSlide Show 

review of the Year.   A great chance to find 

out whatôs been happening on Troopers Hill 

this year.  Join us afterwards for our annual 

AGM, tea and, with a bit of luck, cake.  

http://www.troopers-hill.org.uk/trails/index.htm
http://www.troopers-hill.org.uk/TreeTrail/
http://www.troopers-hill.org.uk/trails/index.htm
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Lee Hooper grew up living on Queens Road.  

From the age of around 4, he sat on Troopers 

Hill and watched balloons flying from Ashton 

Court in the early years of the Bristol Balloon 

Fiesta.  That started his fascination with the 

idea of balloon flying and that fascination was 

increased as a pupil at Air Balloon Hill School 

(his Grandmother was a Dinner Lady there).  

The school fêtes regularly had a tethered hot air 

balloon flying in the school grounds.  He was 

bitten with the bug!  

He came up with the idea of making model 

balloons, so he and his friends got hold of 

some spare material from Cameron Balloons 

and set about constructing one.  Their first ef-

forts were quite small, but they gradually got 

bolder and the balloons got bigger.  They de-

veloped a great technique for launching bal-

loons on Troopers Hill using the terrific updraft 

that is often apparent in the stack ï caused by 

the Venturi effect ð the wind blowing over the 

top sucks air out of the chimney.  

ñWe would stand in the chimney, and inflate 

the balloon.  Then, when we let go, the updraft 

would send the balloon shooting out of the top 

up to a height of 300 or 400 feet, drifting out 

across the Hill.ò   

Eventually their balloons were big enough to 

carry a basket of radio control kit.  By the age 

of 8 they had started a small business using a 

camera and an alarm clock timed to take photo-

graphs as the balloons drifted over gardens, 

fields and woods.  

ñWe would then have to run after them, or hop 

on our bikes to follow them to where they 

landed ï often in someoneôs garden.  Can we 

have our balloon back please made a change 

from asking for a ball!ò 

A t the age of 14, Lee got friendly with a local 

balloonist and that enabled him to get involved 

with Bristol University Balloon Society.  He 

started crewing for them and by the time he 

was 17 he had his private pilotôs licence ï the 

youngest person to have one.  

Studying full time at Bristol University gave him 

the opportunity to go on and get his commercial 

pilotôs licence at 20.  From then on, while his 

fellow students were ñstacking shelvesò to earn 

some money,  Lee was doing the job he loved, 

piloting balloons to pay for his degree in micro -

biology.  

Since then, Lee has gone on to work profes-

sionally piloting balloons in Canada, Burma and, 

currently, Thailand.  He works for Lindstrand 

balloons  and is hoping to train pilots in Asia.  

ñThereôs a great opportunity for local Thai peo-

ple to learn to pilot balloons and then operate 

flights offering trips over beautiful countryside 

to the huge tourist business.  A real chance to 

help them get on.ò 

Lee and his brother, Sam, who has just quali-

fied for his own Private Pilotôs Licence, flew dur-

ing this yearôs Balloon Fiesta and are putting 

plans in place to be able to make a couple of 

flights a year from Troopers Hill Field.  

ñWith a North Westerly wind we should be able 

to make some terrific flights along the river to 

Keynsham over some beautiful countryside.  

When we flew from Ashton Court on the Sunday 

morning this year, we were aiming to land on 

Troopers Hill, and thatôs exactly what we did!ò 

So, keep an eye out for those flights in the fu-

ture.  We hope to be able to bring you pictures 

from the air along the way when they start.  

Itôs Not Just Hot Air! 

Victoria Park, 1991  

Avonview Cemetery  

http://www.lindstrand.co.uk/
http://www.lindstrand.co.uk/

